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your character, for * Cad aa iT 2 

g is to be hoped, in ſome degree at leaſt, a} 
ſucceſsful exertions, in the cauſe of re- Lo 
ligion and morality, will not, I truſt, be N 


tions, I have ventured to make upon ſome 
an of your late excellent publication. 
The language of flattery, Madam, is 
not the age, in which 1 profeſs to 
It is neither conſiſtent with my cha- 
racter, as a Miniſter ; nor is it ſuited to 
my way of thinking, as a man. When 
I. fay, therefore, that it muſt have been 
| my own fault, had J not, from the peruſal 
| | 1 > 
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vidual among them, acting in his character, 


matter, believe me, Madam, I appear the: 
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of your writings from time to time, de- 
rived both pleaſure and edification, IT hope 
to be underſtood, as ſpeaking a plain 
truth. A truth not leſs plain, and which 


I truſt may be ſpoken without giving of- 


fence, even to your warmeſt admirers ; for 
T will not pay you, Madam, ſo bad a com- 


pliment, as to ſuppoſe that you can be of- 
fended by it ; is this; that, had I been. 


honowred-with your confidence, I certainly 
mould have employed it, in remenſtrating 
_ againſt the manner, in which one partieu- 

ae en lezen in Nd dein 


the reader. 
Thinking as you do, ad ks. wich; 


too much reaſon; that the Clergy of che 
Eftabliſhed: Church are negligent. in the 
_ diſcharge. of their impotent truſt; you 


will be ready to give credit to any indi- 


as à guardian of the truth. In that cha- 


moro readily on this occaſion; decauſe, 
whit tha many engellent things, which, 


are 
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| are to be met with in — 


cannot ceaſe to be fo on account of their 
being accompanied, with what ſtrikes the 
to be an error; an attempt to guard againſt 
the effect, which that error ſeems calcu- 
lated to produce, may tend to Incteale, 
rather than ditniniſh the real wfcfulttefs of 
a work, tort which the public has pro- 


nounced ſo favourable a judgment. 5 
Coxvinced a8 I am, from the tenor of 
your wrifihg, that we are in perfect untfof, 


ont the general fubject of Chriſtianity ;' it 
was not without ſenfible difappomtriient, 


that I met with a page which COuveyel 


to nie a diſcordant ſound.” 


When, ſome years fitice, you addrefichl 


_ yourſelf to the Great, om the important 
influence their manners yt have on the 


public mind; no one cond mark with 


greater preciſion thart yet did, that Fri of 


diſtintion between belief and practice; 

actions and motives; moral virtue and re- 
ligious obedience; neceffary to direct the 
conduQ of the Chriſtian - profeſſor. The 
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impreſſion left on the reader's mind, for 
the evident purpoſe of counteracting that 
common but fatal error, which miſtakes 

a decent profeſſion of the doctrines of Chriſ- 
. 'tianity, for the diligent diſcharge of the 


duties of it, was truly ſcriptural. Whilſt 


the alluſions, taken from the © Tree which 
© bore no fruit,” the lamp which had no 
40 oil,“ the unprofitable ſervant, who made 
40 no uſe of his talent,” left that ſtrong 
mark behind them, which is the peculiar 
characteriſtic of Scripture language, when 


properly applied. In perfe& conformity 


with the foregoing repreſentation of the 
ſubject, is the language contained in 


a great part of your late publication; ſo 
admirably calculated to counteract that An- 
tinomian tendency, prevalent in high, not 


lefs than in low life; which the grand de- 
ceiver of mankind has been at all times 
induſtriouſiy grafting upon the genuine 


doctrine of the Croſs. This indolent Chriſ- 


tianity, which conſiſts in an unwarranted 
aſſurance of ſalration founded on a flight, 


vague, 


vague, and general confidence in what 
Chriſt has done and ſuffered for us, un- 


connected with a faithful diſcharge of thoſe 


duties, which conſtitute one material part 
of the Goſpel covenant ; you juſtly ob- 
' ſerve, is no where taught in the Bible. 
The faith inculcated there, (you ſay 
4 truly,) is. not a lazy, profeſſional faith; 
© but that faith, which produceth obedi- 
© ence; that faith, which worketh by 
love; that faith, of which the practical 
« language is, rive that you may enter 


* in;” ©« ſo run that ye may obtain; «ſo 


« fgkt that you may lay hold on eternal 
« life.”---That faith, which directs us 
not to be weary in well-doing ; which ſays, 
work out your own falvation ;” on the : 
encouraging conſideration, © that it is God 
% that worketh in you both to will and 
„ to do.”---Remembering, at the ſame 
time, that though God has been pleaſed 
to vouchſafe to man @ title of grace to ſal- 
vation, derived from his own performances, 


by declaring that thoſe © who do his com- 
B3 „ mand- 
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: to: qualify him for the inheritance, which | 


61 


FR FOLEY have a right to the tree of. 
* life,” —Rey. xxil. 14. yet man is, at 
the ſame time, to beware of conſidering 


bis performances, hom perfect ſocver they 
s the Wanne cauſe of his fal- 8 


may be, a8 
vation. 


Yau 8 to abſerre, Madam, h 


equal conformity to the plan of ſalvation 


under the new covenant, that one great ob- 
ject of the Chriſtian diſpenſation was to 


bring the fallen creature man into a ſtate 
af fitneſs far it; by working in him that 


change of nature and diſpoſition; neceſſary 


has been purchaſed for him; a change 
which has been deſcribed in Scripture un- 
der the various names of the new man,” 
the new creature, 5 a transformation 


4 into the image of God,” a Ne 


tc tion of the divine nature,” 

Had you ſuffered your ſubject to have 
remained on this ground, your reaſoning 
upon it muſt have been unſhaken ; becauſe 
it would have been built upon the firm 
D * baſis 


b 7] , 
baſis .of — ant! us ach, dalchlated 
to produce that ſymmetry and proportion 
among all the parts of the Chriſtian cha- 
rater; in which its beauty and perfection 
conſiſts. According to this tepreſentution 
of the ſubject, man appears, us he really 

is, a renſonable and accountable being: 
2 Being placed ina world of trial, and 
blefled with advantages, by the uſe or ne- 
glect of which his future condition will be 
determined: a Being, exhibiting in his 
conduct a; ſtriking analogy between the 
kingdom of nature, and the kingdom of 
grace. In conſequence of the fall, the 
ſubject of cultivation in both was left in 
a diſordered ſtate. Thorns and briars, in 
figurative as well as literal ſenſe, became 
the natural produce of the ſoil. The in- 
fluence of heaven was not, however, with- 
drawn. The ſun continued to ſhine 
upon, and the clouds to water the 
earth ; whilſt the ſpirit of God ſtill viſited 
the foul of man. But the production of 
fruit, ſpiritual not lefs than natural, was 
: : B 4 left 
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5 left Gita on the concutrence of hu- 
man means, with the powerful operation 
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WW of divine-grace.---Thus far, Madam, it is 
þ | -preſumed, we are perfectly agreed: And 
0 ſo long as we keep the Bible before us, 
4 flatter myſelf we cannot diſagre. 
[if But, after, having proceeded a few 
lf | mr in your publication, I feel 
| if myſelf conſtrained to object to the manner, 
4 | in which your ſubject is ſtated ; becauſe 
Mr : it appears to me, to be not only unwar- © - 


3 
\ 


ranted by Scripture, but founded in an 
. error, calculated to do 886 to the . 
vou wiſh to promote. 

Jou obſerve, and with too aud auth. 

| that there are two ſorts of Chriſtian pro- 
[i << feffors ; one of which affect to ſpeak of 
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of doctrines, with little reference to their 
influence on life and manners; while the 
„ cother, if they may be honoured with that 
„ name, conſider it as exhibiting a ſcheme. 
of human duties independant on its doc- 


Jil „ trines. To ſettle the difference of | 
Fr opinion 
| 


OR 10 


opinion between theſe two ſorts of Chiif. 
tian profeſſors, who treat faith and works, 
as if they were oppoſite intereſts, inſtead of, 
what they ought to be, inſeparable peſts; 
and thereby bring them to the acknow- 
ledgment of that harmonious .connexion, 
which the Scripture was deſigned to eſta- 
bliſh between belief and practice; you ap- 
peal to the authority of St. Paul, whoſe 
manner of writing appears to you expreſly 
deſigned to produce this effect. For 
< jt is obſervable (you ſay) that the earlier 
parts of moſt of his Epiſtles abound in 
« the doctrines of Chriſtianity; while thoſe 
latter chapters which wind up the ſub- 
ject, exhibit all the duties which grow 
« out of them, as the natural and neceſſary 
productions of ſuch a living root.” —— 
In purſuance of this idea, you proceed to 
obſerve that, * thoſe who would make Chriſ- 
* tianity conſiſt of doctrines only, dwell, 
4 for inftance, on the firſt eleven chapters 
« of the Epiſtle to the Romans, as con- 
e taining excluſively the ſum and ſubſtance 
te * of 
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aof the Goſpel. While the mere mom 
s liſts, ho wiſk to ſtrip Chriſtianity bf 
« her lofty and appropriate attributes, de- 
< light to dwell on the twelfth” chapter, 
„which is a table of duties as excly/ivery, 
« as if thepreceding chapters made no part 
« of Eee nenn, 10 a Þ: 6 
F 
The object you have in view, Mad am, 
namely, that of preventing the * ſubſtitution 
of Pagan morality for Chriſtian holineſs; 
« and of ſecuring the leading doctrine of 
* juſtification by faith, IB the dreadful 
dangers of Antinomian licentiouſneſs,“ 
is what every Chriſtian miniſter ought ear- 
neſtly to join with you in promoting; and 
did I think that your manner of repreſent- 
ing the Apoſtolic plan of inſtruction really 
conducive to the deſired purpoſe, any in- 
quiry into the truth of it might appear, 
though not an uſeleſs, to be at leaſt an in- 
vidious undertaking. But profeſſing to 
have the ſame cauſe at heart with yourſelf, 
a difference of opinion reſpecting the means 
„ Sf by 


\ 


Tt nx 1 
by Which it is to be promoted, will not 
I-truſt, - ſubje& me to any imputation, 
which an honeſt Miniſter would be unwil- 
ling to acknowledge. In this confidence, 
Madam, I ſhall ſubmit to your candid con- 
fideration, the ideas that have preſented 
themſelves to my mind on tlie ſubject 92 
luded to. | 
In the firſt den na; the Aitintion 
which you have placed before your reader, 
between the .cleven firft chapters of the 
Epiftle to the Romans and the twelfth, 
does not appear to me to have any real ex- 
iſtence. The firſt eleven chapters do not 
contain exchifvely the ſum and ſubſtance 
of the Goſpel ; by which, it is preſumed, is 
meant, the dofrina) part excluſive of the 
practical: Nor does the twelfth deliver 
a table of duties, which the mere moraliſt 
can perform, independent of an acquaint- 
ance with Chriſtian doctrine. The fixth 
chapter, one of the eleven ſuppoſed to con- 
tain exclufively the doctrinal part of the 
1 ſpeaks ſo decidedly in favour of 
Chriſ- 


. 12 1 

5 Chriſtian RIFT as a neceſſary dppendage 
to Chriſtian profeſſion, that it muſt at leaſt 
claim an exemption from that particular 

plan, by which you deſcribe the Apoſtolic 

inſtruction as being generally diſtinguiſhed : 


and leads conſeGuently_to the concluſion, 


ftthat in this caſe at leaſt, no ſuch plan con- 


ſtituted the principle, by which the mind 
of the Apoſtle was directed, in the manage- 
ment of the ſubject before him. Indeed, 


was I called upon to point out that part 


of St. Paul's Epiſtles, which contained the 
moſt powerful argument in favour of Chriſ- 

tian practice, I kaow not whether this 
| fixth chapter would not be the part ſe- 
lected for the purpoſe. And, I am per- 
ſuaded, had you, Madam, ſeen this chap- 
ter in the light in which it ſtrikes rae, and 
in which I believe it has been generally 
ſeen; it would have furniſhed you with 
aconcluſion more unanſwerable, than the 
one you have attempted to draw from that 
imaginary diſtinction, which has influenced 
your reaſoning on this occaſioan. 
"RO In 
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1 3 
In the chapter, preceding the one its 
ns out to conſideration, the Apoſtle 
fully eſtabliſhed the doctrine of juſtification 
by faith, attainable by all mankind . by 
«righteouſneſs unto eternal” life” through = 
«© Jeſus Chriſt.”---Rom.. v. 21. Having 
then laid the foundation of man 's ſalvat ion 
ſure in Chriſt, he proceeds in the chapter 
immediately before us, to raiſe that ſuper- 
ſtructure upon it, neceſſary to the perfec- 
tion of the Chriſtian building; by pointing 
out the conſequences that. followed from 
the doctrine laid down; with expreſs view _ 
to the practice deſignod to accompany it; 
that his diſciples might not be barren 
« nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our | 
* jeſus Chrift.”---2 Pet. i. 8. wy 
The ſubſtance of the Apoſtle's reaſon- 
ing in the ſixth and following chapters, 
appears to be this; that the doctrine of 
ſalvation through Chriſt gave no encou- 
. agement to fin; but on the contrary, re- 
| quired obedience to the commands of God. 
That the law of works exacting perfect 
obedi- 


ua OO 0 PPP * W ˙ —————— — —_—— 


ance of that abedience, was abrogated ; 


|  tle's words . looſed from the law, that 


L 44 J 
obedience as a title to reward, and pro- 
nouncing ſentence upon the non- perform 


becauſe the parties living under it were 
not in a condition to act up to the tenor 


of it. They were, therefore, in the Apoſ- 


« they might ſerve in newneſs of ſpirit, 
« and not in the oldneſs of the letter: 
Rom. vii. 6.; in other words; that, under 
the gracious diſpenſation of the Goſpel, 
they might be enabled by the holy ſpirit, 
to bring forth fruit acceptable to God 
through. Jeſus Chriſt. —And whoever, liv- 
ing under that diſpenſation, does not bring 
forth ſuch fruit, is not a true Chriſtian; 
and . conſequently. has no title to eternal 

happineſs. 
Nothing can be more een than | 
the Apoſtle's mode of reaſoning upon this 
occaſion. By bringing profeſſion and prac- 
tice together, conſidered as the ſeal and 
ſignature of Chriſtianity, for the purpoſe of 
aſcertaining the truth of the impreſſion 
made ; 


1 
made 3 the Apoſtle has rendered it impoſ⸗ 
ſible for even the moſt inattentive reader, 
to go away with the idea that Chriſtianity 
is a mere ſyſtem of doctrines, unconnected 
with its proper influence on life and man- 

ners. For the very contrary idea, is decid- 

edly the very idea which the 6th chapter 
is calculated to leave upon the reader's 
mind. What ſhall we ſay then,“ ob- 
ſerves the Apoſtle by way of concluſion to 
the doctrine of grace, which had juſt been 
laid down by him; ſhall we draw this in- 
ference from it, that we may continue in 
fin, that the grace of God may ſtill more 
abound towards us? God forbid, that an 
inference ſo inconſiſtent with our Chriſtian 
| profeſſion ſhould be drawn. For as the 
Apoſtle proceeds, how ſhall we, who at 
baptiſm profeſs to be dead unto ſin, by 
entering into a ſpecific engagement to re- 
nounce all former evil courſes, how can 
we, conſiſtently with that engagement, 

3 * hve any longer therein?“ = For know 
| ye not, that ſo many of us as are bap- 
" tized 
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& ches into the Church of Chriſt, are ba 
* tized into the likeneſs of his Death?“ 
that is, by baptiſm, we profeſs to die, like 


Chriſt, unto ſin. For this reaſon, the ſer- 


vice of baptiſm furniſhes at emblematic 
repreſentation of our death and burial with 


Chriſt; to ſignify that, like as Chriſt, being 
dead and buried, was raiſed up from the 
dead unto the glory of the Father, even ſo 


we allo, being raiſed from our typical death 
and burial, in baptiſm, ſhould walk in ne- 


neſs of life. And it is upon condition that 
we do walk ſo, that any benefit is to be 


: expected from our connexion with Chriſt. 


% For, as the Apoſtle proceeds, it is upon 
cc condition that we become one with 
e Chriſt, in the likeneſs of his death unto 
« ſin, that we ſhall become one with him 
« in the likeneſs of his refurredtion od 


(c glory.“ 


Here then we have, Madam, what may 


properly be called an argument ad homines.. 


An appeal made by the Apoſtle to the 


underſtanding of his hearers, for the ex- 


you 


( 9 1 
preſs - purpoſe of inducing thoſe to whom 
it was addreſſed, to meaſure their own 
practice, by the ſtandard of their Chriſtian 
profeſſion. As if he had ſaid, —by baptiſm 
you have taken upon you the Chriſtian 
profeſſion ;—conſider well the work which 
you thereby are engaged, by the aſſiſtance 


of divine grace, to perform; viz. to die 


| unto fin, and to live unto righteouſ- 
| neſs. And remember that the advantage 
to be expected from the Chriſtian profeſ- 
ſion, will depend upon the diſcharge of the 
obligation annexed to it. From premiſes 
thus regularly drawn, the . Proceed 
to his concluſion. 
In the twelfth verſe of this chapter, we 
find the important logical therefore, which 
finally winds up the argument. Let 
« not fin therefore reign in your mortal bo- 
dies, that you ſhould obey it in the luſts 
thereof: neither yield your members as 
e inſtruments of unrighteouſneſs unto fin ; 
« but yield yourſelves unto God as thoſe = 
= that are alive from the dead, and your 
| „„ 


[8]. 


members as inſtruments — | 
4 unte God. For the wages of fin is 
< death; but the gift of God, is eternal 
«+ life, through Jeſus Chriſt, to all, who, 
c being made free from ſin, and become 
< the ſervants of God, have their fruit 
< unto holineſs, and their end everlaſting 
« life. - Nom. vi. 22, 23. 
Admitting the foregoing paraphraſe to 
be a juſt one, had the Apoſtle thought 
proper to have concluded his Epiſtle with 
this ſisth chapter, nothing I conceive would 
have been wanting to convince the parties, 
to whom, it waz addreſſed, of the indiſpen- 
fable neceſſity of Chriſtian practice to the 
completion of the Chriſtian character; and 
conſequently the true profeſſor, who at- 
tended to the force of the argument drawn {| 
out in it, could not poſſibly form that par- 
tial view of the Chriſtian ſyſtem, which 
the firlt eleven chapters of the. Epiſtle in 
queſtion are, according to your ſtatement, 
ma to Produ. 5 
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We will now, Madam, if you oY 
turn our thoughts to the fecond part of 
your - poſition, which appears to me to 
ſtand on no better foundation. 25 

Lou ſay that * the mere n who 
3 « with to ſtrip Chriſtianity of her lofty 
<« and appropriate attributes, delight to 
« dwell on the twelfth chapter, which is 
<< a table of duties as excluftvely, as if the 
preceding chapters made no e. of 
« Scripture.” 

The twelfth chapter mall be allowed 
to be a table of duties; but what are the 
duties enforced in it > You, Madam, pof- 
ſeſs too diſcriminating a judgment, not to 
draw the line between the duties of the ' 
mere moraliſt and the Chriſtian : I am 
therefore convinced, that, upon a due con- 
fideration of the contents of the chapter 
in queſtion ; you would haye concluded, 
that it contained duties which no mere 
2 moraliſt could perform. In fact, Madam, 
| the duties contained in it, if I underſtand 
them rightly, relate to man ſolely in his 

f C 2 con- 


1 2 J 


connexion: with Chriſt under the ſecond 
covenant; to which the mere moraliſt 
in his ſtate of nature muſt be a e 
ſtranger.. 

It was the on of the 1 
Grotius, «* that the Apoſtle, having in the 
“ foregoing part of his Epiſtle proved, that 
. «juſtification. was not to be obtained by 

the Law, but by faith through Jeſus 
« Chriſt, deſigned in this chapter to ſhew, 
« how the law was perfected and ſpiri- 
<« tualized by the Goſpe - This chapter 
therefore, cannot, according to this idea, 
be underſtood, much leſs can the duties 
of it be practiſed, but by à perſon ac- 
quainted with the genius and ſpirit of the 
Chriſtian religion. To conſider it then, 
as containing duties which the mere mora- 
liſt might perform, is to degrade the ſub- 
ject, which the Apoſtle appears to have 
had before him, and thereby to leſſen the 
effect which the ſpiritual connexion be- 
tween the Law and Goſpel, when properly 
enforced, was calculated to produce. 


fa 


1 1 1 
But perhaps, it may not be thought fair 
to bring forward the authority of a learned 
commentator on ſuch an occaſion. Nor 
is there the leaſt occaſion for it; ſince the 
plain letter of the chapter in queſtion may 
be left to ſpeak for itſelf. The ſecond 
verſe of it runs, Be not conformed to 
e to this world, but be ye transformed by 
4 the renewing of your mind, that ye may 
« prove what is that good, and acceptable; 
<« and perfect will of God.”--Rom. xii. 2. 
Here, Madam, if I miſtake not, we have 
one of the © lofty and appropriate. attri- 
« butes of Chriſtianity '” contained in 
that moſt eſſential doctrine of the Goſpel, 
which reſpe&s the ſpiritual renovation of 
man's fallen nature ; which, under the heads 
contained in the nineteenth chapter, you 
properly claſs among the leading doctrines 
of Chriſtianity, deſcribed in Scripture, as 
you obſerve in page 279, under the va- 
rious names of the new man,” the 
* new creature,” * a transformation into 


6 « the Fg of God;” the very lan- 
c3 guage 


— 


— — 


. 
— — — 


—— * 

— — — — 

7 MN _ 
* 


— — 


— 
* 


— 


| anended by the Apoſtle to bis diſeiples, 
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„ 
m fect ingbe; with wore 


tonſideration. In this verſe, then the A- 


poſtle was pointing out to the attention of 
his diſciples that important change of dii- 
Poſition and habit, which was to diſtin- 
guiſh the Chriſtian character: a change 


which conſiſted in their being renewed in 


the ſpirit of their minds; in being con- 


 - formed to the image of God; a change, 
which in its beginning, progreſs, and ae. 


compliſhmeht, is Every where repreſented 
in Seripture, as the work of the Holy 


Spirit. But this ſubject to the mere moraliſt 


muſt be perfectly unintelligible; tor the mere 
moraliſt cannot receive the things of the ſpi- 
Tit of God, being unpoſſeſſed of that ſpiritual | 
diſcernment, which alone qualifies for the 
Purpoſe. Such a doctrine, therefore, the 
Apoſtle would not have propoſed to him, 
becauſe he would have been aware, that 
it muſt have been * fooliſnneſs to him, 


and that he could not know it.“ 


The next ſubje&t particularly reeom · 


1231 
reſpected the Chriſtian Church; and the 
relative duties of thoſe who had offices to 
diſcharge in it. The language in which 
this ſubje& is clothed, is the ſame that 
vas made uſe of by the Apoſtle on another 
occaſion to his diſciples at Corinth; and 
for the ſame purpoſe, of preſerving the 
Unity of the Church. * For as we have 
many members in one body, and all the 
40 « members have not the fame office; {o 
% we, being many, are one body in Chnift 3 
« and every one, members one of another.“ 
2 Cor. xii. 12.---This ſabje& could be 
addreſſed only to members of the Chriſtian 

Church: and in placing before thetn their 
ſpiritual connection in Chriſt, as members 
of his Church, it tended to bring to their 

recollection the concluſron drawn by the 

Apoſtle from that circumſtance, in a fore- 
going part of this Epiſtle, relative to Chriſ- 
tian practice; as the neceſſary accompani- 
ment to Chriſtian profeſſion. Now, as the 
mere moraliſt knows nothing, at leaſt as he 

* either of Chriſt or his Church, this 
535 ſub⸗ 
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ſubject, not leſs than the one already men- 
tioned, muſt conſequently be à ſubject, 


with which he has nothing to do. Other 


parts of this chapter require no comment: 
To the Chriſtian they ſpeak a plain lan- 
guage. * Be fervent in ſpirit, ſerving the 
« Lord. Rejoice in hope; be patient in 
<« tribulation; continue inſtant in prayer, 
te diſtributing to the neceſſity of the Saints.” 

But in what ſenſe could the foregoing 


directions conſtitute any part of a table of 
duties, addreſſed to the mere moraliff "OI 


The chapter concludes with a duty pe- 
culiar to Chriſtianity ; a duty which con- 
ſtituted part of the ſublime doctrine deli- 
vered by our Saviour on the mount, when 
he fulfilled the Law, by reſcuing it from 
falſe expoſitions, and by reſtoring it to its 
primitive and ſpiritual ſignification; a duty 


Which no teacher but Chriſt taught in per- 


fection; and which none but diſciples of 


Chriſt are able to practice. Dearly be- 


f* loved, avenge not yourſelves, but give 
t place unto wrath : for vengeance. is 


« mine 


25 ] 
« mine, faith the Lord.---Therefore, if 
<«. thine enemy hunger, feed him: if he 
« thirſt, give him drink. Be not over- 
* come of evil, but overcome evil with 
C good.“ -The parallel place in the Goſ- 
pel by St. Mathew runs thus: But 
* I ſay unto you, love your enemies, bleſs 
them that curſe you, do good to them 
that hate you, and pray for them that 
deſpitefully uſe you, and perſecute you. 
„That ye may be the children of your 
Father, which is in heaven.“ Matt. 
F. 44.---It would be an affront to your 
underſtanding, Madam, to aſk, to what 
condition of perſons the foregoing ſublime 
doctrine was addreſſed, either by our Sa- 
viour or his Apoſtle. I will take it for 
granted, therefore, that you are convinced, 
that the line of diſtinction which vou have 
marked between the 11 firſt chapters of the 
Epistle to the Romans and the 12th, is more 
1maginary than real; and that the Apoitle's 
mode of managing this ſubject, is not left 
open to the diſadvantageous concluſion 
which 
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[ 26 ] „„ 
which, according to your idea, the Chriſtian 
eb or the mere moraliſt may draw 
from it. 


But it nm ren that error 


begets error: and thus it appears to be in 
the preſent caſe. The idea df this marked 
diſtinction between the two ſeveral parts 
of the Epiſtle in queſtion, having been 


adopted, it neceſſarily followed, that the 
language of the Apoſtle muſt accord with 
it. Hence it is, that the concluſion drawn 


| from the premiſes in the opening of the 
_ twelfth chapter, has been accommodated 
to the idea prevailing in your mind, ratber 


than to that which, as I conceive; actually 
prevailed in the mind of the Apoſtle on 
this occaſion. I beſeech you, therefore, 
“ brethren, (ſays the Apoſtle) by the mer- 


4 cies of God, that ye preſent your bodies 


« a living facrifice, holy, acceptable unto 


God, which is your reaſonable ſervice.” 
Rom. Xii. I 


. The plain paraphraſe an- 
nexed to which verſe may be this :—There- 
fore my brethren, conſidering the great 
5 e mercy 


* 


3 
mercy of God, by which ſalvation through | 
faith in Chriſt has been provided for fallen 


man; the important ſubje& which in the 


former part of this Epiſtle has been fully 
laid before you; let me beſeech you to 
act worthy of your Chriſtian calling, that 
this mercy. may not be beſtowed upon you 
in vain; but that by preſenting your bodies 
a living ſacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, 
which as reaſonable men you ought to do, 
ye may thereby become meet to be par- 
takers with the Saints in light. —On the 
ground of this argument, which repreſents 
the mercy of God in Chriſt as a reaſonable 
conſideration for human exertion in the 
work of ſalvation, the Apoſtle proceeds to 
the particular detail of thoſe graces and 
duties neceſſary to fill up the Chriſtian 
character; that his diſciples might be in- 
formed with reſpect to all thoſe requiſites, 
by which, to make uſe of the Apoſtle's 
words on another occaſion, the man 
of God might be perfect, thoroughly 
* furniſhed unto every good work.”--- 
2 Tim. ii. 17.---The argument of the 
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Apoſtle, taken in this light, appears to me 
to have that force in it, which cannot fail 


to leave its impreſſion on every thinking 


mind; at the ſame time that it preſerves 


1 conſiſtency with the manner of reaſon- 
ing, before made uſe of in the ſixth chapter 


of this ſame Epiſtle; by placing before his 
diſciples a conſideration, by which their 
conduct, as reaſonable men, ought to be 
directed. The mercy of God in Chriſt 


furniſhed the moſt powerful reaſon to the 
Chriſtian profeſſor for the diligent diſ- 


charge of thoſe duties, which were to ſecure 


to him the benefit of it. Whereas the 
language of the Apoſtle on this occaſion, 


according to your paraphraſe on it, appears 
to me to be ſo far from furniſhing any 
reaſon for human exertion, that it rather 
leads to the contrary concluſion. For, upon 


the ſuppoſition that the duties of Chriſti- 


anity grow out of the doctines of it, as 


the natural and neceſſary productions of 


« ſuch a living root,“ page 292, or as you 


expreſs yourſelf in the following page, that 


1 29 } 
e the duties of this twelfth chapter (now 
before us) grow out of the doctrines of 
the antecedent eleven, juſt as any other 
ns conſequence grows out of its cauſe,” - 
' the Apoſtle's addreſs to his diſciples in in 
the opening of the twelfth chapter, conſi- 
dered in the light of argument, was per- 
fectly uſeleſs. The Apoſtle, you ſay, 
« as if he ſuſpected that the indiviſible 
4 union between the doctrines and duties 
« of Chriſtianity might poſſibly be over- 
„ Jooked, links the two diſtin& diviſions 
« together by a logical therefore,” with 
which the twelfth chapter begins: I be- 
1 ſeech you therefore, (that is, as the effect 
« of all I have been inculcating) that you 
e preſent your bodies a living facrifice, 
« acceptable to God.” &c.---And then goes 
on to enforce on them, as a conſequence of 
what he had been preaching, © the prac- 
* tice of every Chriſtian virtue.” But 
Madam, if the Apoſtle knew that the 
Union between the doctrines and duties of 
* Was rndivifible, and that his 
diſciples 
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Aſciples prefenting their bodies a livi ing 
 facrifice to God, was the effe& of all he 
had been inculcating; the neceſſary pro- 
duction of that living root he had been 
Planting ; his proceeding to enforce on his 


diſciples the practice of every Chriſtian 


virtue, was only a waſte of time and words; 
for in ſuch caſe the effect muſt have fol- 

| lowed its cauſe. Whereas the circumſtance 
of the Apoſtle' 3 having ſubjoined a prace 

_ rical leſſon to his dofrinal one, proves, in 
my judgment, that he did -not confider 

the one as neceſſarily growing out of the 
other. In fact he knew, that although 
_ Chriſtian doctrine conſtituted the only 
foundation for Chriſtian practice; he knew 
at the ſame time, that they were not fo 
inſeparably connected, that the latter was 
a neceſſary conſequence of the former: 
otherwiſe, after having laid before his diſ- 
ciples the particulars of the Chriſtian doc- 
trine, he would not, it is preſumed, have 
thus concluded his important leſſon: 
« I beſeech you, therefore, brethren, by 
. | 10 the 


. 8 1 
the mercies of God, that ye preſent your 
e bodies a living facrifice, holy, acceptable 
« unto God, which is your reaſonable ſer- 
„ 'yice.”---Rom. xit. 1. Or as he has ſtill. 
more ſtrongly concluded, though to the 
fame purpoſe, in his ſecond Epiſtle to the 
Corinthians, chap. 7. where the fame 
logical therefore is introduced. Having 
 «<. therefore theſe promiſes, dearly beloved, 
« Jef us Cleanſe ourſelves from all filthi- 
„ neſs of fleſh and ſpirit, perfefting holi- 
„ neſs in the fear of God.” The logical 
therefore, as I underſtand the Apoſtle, has 
peculiar force; as you underſtand him, it 
appears to me to. have little or no force at 
all. For, according to my interpretation, 
it refers to a powerful motive for human 
exertion in the work of Salvation; accord- 
ing to your's it refers to a conſideration, 
which "renders human exertion needleſs. 
In my ſenſe, which is here ſubmitted ta 
your judgment, the Apoſtle makes the 
mercy of God, and the promiſes of God in 
Chriſt, the ground of an argument to per- 


ſuade 


. Eh 0 32 "| 
mee Diſciples to Chriſtian practice, 
as the means of ſecuring an intereſt in that 
metcy and thoſe promiſes; on the conſi- 
deration that their labour would not S 
vain in the Lord; becauſe he was faithful 
| who had promiſed. In your ſenſe, if I 
underſtand it, the Chriſtian profeſſor is 
e exhorted to ſecure the ſame intereſt, by a 
conſideration which leads him to conclude, 
that the intereſt is ready ſecured to his 
hands ; being given to underſtand, that 
where the doctrines of Chriſtianity are pro- 
x feſſed, the duties of Chriſtianity muſt 
neceſſarily be found, as a natural effect 
proceeding from its cauſe. 
If then, I have rightly interpreted the 
Apoſtle's language, and not miſunderſtood 
yours; the diſtinction which you have 
found out between the eleven firſt chapters 
and the twelfth chapter of the Epiſtle under 
conſideration, muſt be founded in error. 
| Conſequently. the Apoſtle, ſo far from fuſ- 
pecting on this occaſion, as you - imagine, 
45 that the * ble union between the 
* doctrines ol | 
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ell a more calculated to ſecure 192  objett | 
doo bare in view. 76. 5% fLCT wh 

That the language of the Apoſtle ſhould 


be thus underſtood, I appeal to his direc- 


tions to. Titus: where, after having firſt 
introduced the important doctrine of 


Chriſtianity, founded in the kindneſs and 
loye of God our Saviour, who, accord- 
ing to his mercy, hath ſaved us, by the 
% waſhigg of regeneration and renewing of 


« the Holy Ghoſt; he proceeds to point 
out the end and deſign of this gracious 
_ Miſpenſation: . That being juſtified by 
©; race, we thing be made heirs accord- 

e ing'to- the hope of eternal life.” Tit. 
1. J. That having been taken out of 
Our fallen ſtate of nature, and placed in a 
Kate of grace by baptiſm, we might be- 
come poſſeſſors of that heavenly inheri- 


tance, to which we now look forward in 
hope. But to this end, it muſt be well 
remembered, continues the Apoſtle, for 
< this is a faithful ſaying, and worthy of 
al men to be received, and theſe things 
| 446 I will | 


1%] 


« I will that thou affirm, conſtantly,” as 


a matter of moſt eſſential importance, 
< that they which have believed in God,” 
and, in conſequence of that belief, been 
admitted into a ſtate of ſalvation by bap- 
tiſm, and thereby become diſciples of 


Chriſt, . may be careful to maintain good 


% Works;“ as neceſſary to render their 
admiſſion into that ſtate, of final advan- 


tage to them; otherwiſe © your preaching 
<« will be vain, and their faith yain alſo.” 


Admitting the foregoing paraphraſe to 


be a fair one, the direction given ta Nw 
for the diſcharge of his Miniſtry, corre 

ſponds with that argument addreſſed We 
the Apoſtle to his diſciples at Rome now 
under © conſideration; and the reader is 
given to underſtand by it, that the main - 
tenance of good works ought to be a prin- 
cipal object of care and attention, on the 
part of thole who profeſs the Chriſtian. 
Doctrine; and therefore was not, in St. 
Paul's judgment, the acceſſury conſequence 
of that doctrine. Indeed. upon the ſuppoſi- 
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tion that it was, I do not ſee with what 


propriety an addreſs is made to thoſe, 
. you ſay; content themſelves with a 
« decent profeſſion of the doctrines, inſtead 
4e of a diligent diſcharge of the duties of 
«, Chriſtianity.” For ſuch an addreſs 


implies that there may be a ſeparation 
between the doctrines and duties of Chriſ- 
tianity; between belief and practice; a 
ſeparation againſt which, as the deſtruc- 
tion of the Chriſtian cauſe, you ſo power- 


fully and ſo frequently argue; but againſt 


which, at the ſame time, your paraphraſe 
on that part of St. Pauls writings now 
more immediately before us, er 


But, Madam, anderftanding as truſt I 


do, the general doctrine you wiſh' to incul- | 
_ cate, namely, that—whilſt religious practice 
- conſtitutes no ſubſtitute, for the merits of 


Chriſt ;—faith, it muſt be remembered at 
the ſame time, can be no ſubſtitute for 


the performance of Chriſtian Duties; it is 


not my — ſo much to point out any 
occaſional 


10 1 
occaſional: inconſiſtency of language, as to 


ſubmit to your conſideration that mode of 
interpreting St. Paul 5 which I conceive 


has been inadvertently adopted on this 
occaſion ; © becauſe, in conſequence of the 


concluſion which may be drawn from it by | 


ſome perſons, it appears unfavourable to 
the ſucceſs of that cauſe for which 1 are 
a able an advocate. 

St. Paul's argument in favour of Chriſ- 
tian practice, which with reaſonable men 
muſt have force, you have exchanged for 
an imaginary idea; which, upon the ſup- 


poſition that it had real exiſtence, would 


want ſtrength; for the work i i which it has 
been employed. 

When the vital ſpirit of Chriſtianity, 
' whichitis your profeſſed object to promote, 
and from your zeal in which glorious cauſe 
you have been ſo long and ſo juſtly entitled 


to reſpectful conſideration, —is attempted 
to be enforced at the expenſe of any part 


of its doctrine; the ground which may 
appear to be thereby gained in the Chriſ- 
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tian World, will be more rimaginary than 
real; and, in ſuch caſe, à repetition of 
former experience will only ſerve to teach 
us, that the duties of Chriſtianity will at 
no time be ſo completely practiſed, as when 
ae: doctrines of it are completely taught. 

At the ſame time, I am aware that your. 
eee ee of St. Paul will not fail to 
meet with reſpectable ſupport. But that 
ſupport, which does not make the Apoſtle 
| ſpeak a confiftent language, will not 1 

truſt, Madam, by you be accepted. 

A uriter, “ to whom the Chriſtian cauſe 
ſtands conſiderably indebted, has deſcribed 
« Faith as the firſt radical grace of the 
« Holy Spirit, which takes place in the 
„ heart of a ſinner; and which brings 

„ with it pardon, reconciliation, and 

<<. repentance ; and never can exiſt with- | 
* out producing the radical fruits of 
1% Holineſs; which is to ſay, in your 
words, that there is an indiviſible union 
between the Doctrines and Duties of 
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Chriſtianity; 
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| Chuiſtianity ; Or that the latter grow out af 
former, as the natural and neceſſary produce 
tions of ſuch a living root. But, Madam, 
this is not the language either of the 
Scripture, or of the Church of England; 
whoſe doctrine is taken from it. Nor 
does the favourite alluſion to the fruit as 
the neceſſary production of a living root; 


(an alluſion no where to be met with in Scrip- 


ture; ) by any means: juſtify the conclu - 


ſion attempted to be drawn from it. In 


fact, every alluſion in Scripture, that bears 


ſimilitude to it, is made uſe of to convey 


the very oppoſite idea. 


The alluſion to 


the good tree bearing good fruit, and to 
the evil tree bearing corrupt fruit, though 


in conformity to the regular courſe of . 
nature, does not apply in this caſe. But 
the alluſions made to the tree which was 


ordered to. be cut down, not becauſe it 
was actually dead, but becauſe it bore no 
fruit; and to the tree which was permitted 
to ſtand one year longer, after having 
lived three years in an unprofitable ſtate, 
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for the expreſs purpoſe of trying what | 
effect additional cultivation might produce 


on it; are certainly in direct contradic- 
tion to your poſition; and give us to under- 
ſtand that Faith, which you compare to a 
living root, may live without being produc- 


tive. In this light St. James repreſents it, 


in his attempt to counteract the abn/e 
which had been made by thoſe who had 


miſunderſtood St. Paul's Doctrine. He 
allows that there may be faith without 
practice; in like manner as there may be 


a living root without fruit; or the ſubject 
would admit of no diſpute. But when 
faith is unaccompanied with works, then 


it is the unprofitable tree which contra- 
dicts the œconomy of the God of nature; 


and is therefore ſentenced to be cut down; 
not becauſe it has no life, but becauſe it 


is as good as dead; the purpoſe for which 


it lives, being unanſwered. 


The Church of England n iis 
ſame doctrine. She no where, that 1 


know of, deſcribes Faith, abſtractedly 


taken 


(#7 
taken, as never exiſting without 
„ producing the evangelical fruits of 
« Holineſs ;*” nor does ſhe any where 
repreſent the Duties of Chriſtianity as the 
neceſſary production of its Doctrines. In 


our Liturgy ; Repentance, Faith, and 


Obedience, are repreſented as diſtinct 
things; and conſequently not ſo neceſſa- 
rily connected, that one may not in ſome 
degree exiſt without the other. In our 
Church Catechiſm, Repentance and Faith 


are ſeparately deſcribed ; the one implying 
the forſaking of fin, the other the ftedfaſt 


belief of the promiſes of God made in the 
Sacrament of Baptiſm. But to theſe pre- 
liminaries of Man's Salvation, if they may 


be ſo called, muſt be alſo added the fruits 


of obedience to the Holy Will and Com- 
mandments of God ; which Chriſtians are 


expected to bring forth by the aſſiſtance 


of the Holy Spirit, in the proper uſe of 
the means of Grace appointed for that 
purpoſe. a 
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The other altufon. © ASA of on this 
occaſion, by which you deſcribe, the Doc- 
trines and Duties of Chriſtianity as cauſe 

and effect, does. not appear to me to be 
lefs liable to exception; and for the ſame 
reaſon; becauſe it may lead ſome! perſons 
toa falſe concluſion. "Ba 

| Cauſe and effef, in the regular courſe of 
| inanimate, nature, may. be conſidered as 
correlative terms; being, connected by that 
inſeparable bond of union, which has been 
eſtablithed by the God of Nature, But. 
as the ſubjects of Government in the phy- 


ſical and moral world are of a very differ- 
ent kind; the former being ſimply mate- . 


rial creatures, the latter moral agents; the 
cauſe in the one caſe producing its effect, 


by a certain regular appointed proceſs, 
' whilſt in the other it is left to depend in a 
degree upon the intermediate agency of 


reaſonable beings ; a ſtrict correſpondence, 
between them 1s not therefore to be 


expected. Chriſtian Doctrine and Chriſ- 


tian Dur anſwer to the alluſion of cauſe 
= and 


OE On è , 7, —̃ͥm .. —7˖- ”—⁰² r A LS 


„ 
and effect, as often as the effect is pro- 
duced. But they: can be conſidered as corre- 
lative terms, in ſtrict correſpondence with 
the alluſion here adopted, in this ſenſe 
only; becauſe they ought never to be 
| ſeparated. But to ſay Chriſtian Doctrine 
and Chriſtian Duty ought not to be ſepa- 
rated, becauſe perfe& Chriſtianity depends 
upon their conſtant connection; and to 
lay, that the union between them is ixdi- 
Vi/ible ; is to make ule of language, that 
certainly ene two very different mean- 
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5 From the very decided N to =_ — 
met with in ſome parts of your Book, I am 1 
fully perſuaded, that, on the doctrine of | YN 
Faith and Works, there can be no real = 

difference of opinion between us ;—a cir- . | 
cumſtance which leads me to wiſh that we i 


were as perfectly agreed in our expreſſions 1 
relative to it. For I am inclined to think, 1 
that errors on this ſubject, have been de- 
rived more from want of preciſion in lan- 
guage, than from want of correctnels in 

| N 


T 

ideas. on the great diſtinguiſhing doc- 
trine of the Goſpel, Juſtification by Faith, 
e that corner ſtone of the whole ſyſtem wo 
Redemption,” there can be but one opi- - 
nion among Chriſtians, properly ſo called. 
As a corollary of that important doctrine, 
it follows, that by works, conſidered as the 
meritorious cauſe of ſalvation, no man can 

be juſtified. - Thus far, then, we are per- 

fectly agreed, We are not leſs agreed in 
the poſition you have fo decidedly laid 
| down, that a decent profeſſion of the doc- 
trines of Chriſtianity, unaccompanied with 
the duties of it, will be unavailable to ſal- 
vation; becauſe, to make ule of your own 
words, though ſalvation be the gift of 
„God, it muſt be worked out“ by man. In 
what then do we differ? Wediffer, Madam, 
in this.— According to the idea conveyed 
in that part of your Book now immediately 
before me, the Reader is given to under- 
ſtand, that Faith, conſidered as the cauſe of 
Evangelical righteouſneſs, (which I admit,) 
mult neceſſarily be productive of the fruits 


c 45 TY 
of it, as its correſpondent” effect; which, 


AS a Chriſtian Miniſter, I am called on to 
deny, for the following, what appear to me 


to be, ſubſtantial reaſons.— The poſition, 
that faith muſt neceſſarily produce good 
works, leaves no middle character between 
the downright infidel and the perfect Chriſ- 


tian: conſequently, all the reaſoning, either 


of St. Paul, St. James, or yourſelf, that 


is addreſſed to formal profeſſors, remains 


without the poſſibiſity of application. On 


the other hand, this poſition, excluſive of 


its directly militating againſt fact and expe- 


rience, leads moreover to a very paſſible and 
very dangerous concluſion; that of lulling 
the formal profeſſor of Chriſtianity into a 


fatal ſecurity on a ſubject of the firſt im- 
portance; by teaching him to take that 
for granted which remains to be proved; 
and indolently to expect a conſequence, 
which, according to the ceconomy of Divine 
Grace, he is himſelf to become the inſtru- 
ment of F 
The 


Nee 
. Ad 4 - wo E - 


Po.” of 4a ww 


"i 


A 
1 
3 A 


_ 
— 


——_— 
2 


1 
= ERR Tt 
— 254444 — _ 


„ AO * 
— + — 
288 6 a3 > 


2 32 3 * * WS 
rr 
—— gs foe ae „ 
* . RL be. 
Sw AC, Bs 5 
be. - 


* wh. 
n 


e 


* 


* 
5 VF EE CARE TIDE 
Goodie ob. * F854 oo 33 * or” 


La 


N PY N «4. b 1 

Wo. ++ — 4 . 3233 2 
4 n = 5 . 3 
r *** 
rr Deer 


— 


2 


3 


2 7; •—6⏓4 Ü« LI. . PP 
. — 8228 1 4 " 4 * = 
+ Y 
- 


[461 


The connection between Chriſtian prac- 
tice and the motives: to it is certainly in one 
ſenſe inſeparable. Nevertheleſs, the diftinc- 
tion between Chriſtian doctrines conſidered 
as the neceſſary ground - work for Chriſtian 
duties; becauſe Chriſtian practice can 
ſtand upon no other foundation; and be- 
tween Chriſtian duties, conſidered as the 
neceſſary conſequence of Chriſtian doctrine; 
appears to me to be a diſtinction of the 
ſimpleſt kind: and whenever, for want of 
ſuch a diſtinction having been clearly made, 
the Chriſtian is encouraged to live in an in- 
dolent profeſſion of Chriſtianity; the groſs 
doctrine of Faith without works, and the 
more plauſible one of Faith, conſidered as 
- neceſſarily productive of them, will be 

found to differ only in the direct and indirect 
promotion of tlie ſame fatal effects. 

Your candour, Madam, will, I truſt, 
ſecure me from - the imputation of being 
unneceſſarily ſerupulous on this ſubject.— 
For it would be no credit either to my pro- 
| ch or underſtanding, to polſels a wiſh 


to 


L * ! 
to find fault, without having a reaſon that 
. juſtified me to myſelf in ſo doing. The 
Treaſon in the preſent caſe, has been furniſhed, 


by the deciſive approbation that has Accom- 


panied your work; on the conſideration, 
that in proportion to the excellence of a 
publication, will be the effect of any error 
that may be contained in it. The error in 
queſtion, which appears to be the offspring 


of the imagination, rather than of the 


judgment; (for it certainly does not correſ- 


pond with other parts of your writings,) is, 


with reſpect, ſubmitted to your examina- 


tion; becauſe it relates to a ſubject in 


itſelf the moſt important, and, at the ſame 
time, a ſubject, which, of all others, has 
been moſt liable to be miſunderstood. It 


may be ſaid, and with truth, that the 


general tenor of your publication 1s calcu- 
lated to counteract an erroneous concluſion 
that may be drawn form one particular part 
of it; and, that the decifive language con- 
tained in your 19th chap. p. 276, 277, in 
; favour of Chriſtian Practice, conſidered as 
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What ought to be the conſtant object of 
| Chriſtian endeavour, precludes, all appre- 
| henſion of danger from the contrary con- 
cluſion. For this very reaſon, Madam, 
it were to be wiſhed, that no ſuch part was 
to be found, from which it was poſſible that 
a, contrary concluſion could be drawn; 
| becauſe there are ſome readers who will pay 
more attention to one ſingle paſſage that 
appears to favour their own preconceived 
opinions, whatever they may be, than to 
all the other paflages in a book put toge- 
ther. And hence, it ſometimes happens, 
that a little apparent evil, produces a more 
effectual and permanent operation, than a 
much greater portion of what is really good. 
Ihe inſeparable union that ought to ſub- 
fiſt between the doctrines and duties of 
Chriſtianity, which conſtitutes the great 
hinge upon which the perfection, of the 
Goſpel diſpenſation turns, renders of mo- 
ment every expreſſion, that tends to lead 
the reader to any deciſive concluſion on 
ſuch a ſubject. In no caſe, is preciſion of 


language 


* 


: c 49 1 
e more effential than in is. The 


talſe judgments that have been repeatedly 
formed to the diſgrace and ruin of the 
Chriſtian cauſe, ought, by this time, if the 


world grew wife by experience, to have 


brought all Chriſtians to an uniformity 


both in ſentiment and expreſſion on the 
ſubject before us. But when the error on 
either fide of this important ſubject grew 


fo rampant as to become neceffary to be 


counteracted, it might, perhaps, be diffi- 


cult for thoſe who entered with zeal on 


the taſk, to draw the line of diftin&ion 


between the concluſion they wiſhed ta 


enforce, and that they meant to oppoſe, 


ſo exact as to preclude” all poffibility of 


tuture diſpute. Hence, much more, per- 


haps, has been written upon this contro- 


verted ſubject, than the proper elucidation 
of it abſolutely required. —Conſidered fim- 
ply in itfelf, unconnected with that con- 
troverſy which has unhappily been attached 
to it, the ſubje& appears to me to lay i in 


a (mall compaſs. When pious and learned. 
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1 50 1 
writers. enter on the diſcuſſion of its the 


difference between them confiſts more in a 


difference of expreſſion, than in a diſagree- 


ment of ideas. It is to be reaſonably 


hoped, therefore, that where pride of argu- 
ment and all {parit of oppoſition to a ſup- 


poſed. adverſary is laid aſide, which ought 


to be the caſe with good Chriſtians; and 


the only object in view is to ſpeak as the 
Oracles of God; diſcordant expreſſions will 


amicably give way, to what, under ſuch 


circumſtances, will be readily acknow- 


ledged to be the general ſenſe of Scripture. 
The Goſpel i is addreſſed to man as a 
moral and accountable being. He is 


called. on to work out his ſalvation, 


becauſe God worketh in him both to 


will and to.do. In what manner, and to 


what degree; Divine Grace and human 
endeavour co-operate in the great work of 
Salvation; z the ſcripture has no where 
informed him. What man, therefore, does 
not know, it would be folly in him to 


attempt to explain. At the lame time, it 
muſt 


„ 
muſt be remembered, that whatever doc- 
trine tends in any way to militate againſt 
a poſition ſo clearly revealed, cannot be 
4 genuine doctrine of Scripture. It is no 
compliment Madam, to ſay, that the 


object you have before you is to promote 


the genuine ſpirit of Chriſtianity, which 


certainly cannot exiſt, independent of its 


practical effects; becauſe the general tenor 
of your writing furniſhes incontrovertible 
proof on that head. Admitting, however, 
that your ideas on the ſubject of Chriſti- 
anity are as correct as your object is laud- 
able; I muſt yet think that the language, 
which it is the deſign of this letter to point 


out to your reconſideration, is liable to 


exception; becauſe it may tend, abſtract- 
edly taken, to lead ſome Chriſtians to look 


for effects, at the ſame time that they 


live negligent of the means deſigned to 
produce them. Faith in Chriſt will cer- 


tainly be productive of the fruits of Chriſ- 
tianity, when the profeſſor has not been 
wanting to himſelf in the diligent and 
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left uncompleated. This indolent kind 


[nl x 
faithful uſe af tha means that have been 
inftituted far that purpaſe. But it is na 
acicommoen thing for ignorant Chriſtians ta 


expect the fruits of Divine Grace, without 
making uſe of the means: of it ; and this 
is dowgright enthuſiaſm. When ſuck 


ait who have been accuſtomed i talk: 


of their waiting God's tune, in the expec- 


tation that more is ta be done for them 


in the work of Salvation than the tenor of 
the Chriſtian Covenant authorizes them to 
expect, ave told ; that the duties of Chriſ- 
tianity are the natural and neceſſary pro- 
duction af its Doftrines:; ſuch information 
muſt tend to confirm their Prejudice, and, 


in conformity. with it, lead them to hope 
that thaſe fruits of faith will in due time 


be produced in them, which they, as moral 


agents, ought to have been inſtrumental 


in producing in themſelves; in correſpon- 
dence with that moſt erroneous idea, that 
the good work of faith which the Grace of 
God had began in them, wauld not be 


of 


Is 1 
of Chriſtianity; againſt which 10 one has 


written more decidedly than yourſelf; a 


Chriſtianity ſo very different from the idea 
St. Paul has taught us to form of it, when 


he deſcribes himſelf as reaching unto theſe 


things which are before, and preſſing for- 


ward for the prize of his high calling in 
Jeſus Chriſt, if by any means he might 


attain unto the Reſurrection from the dead, 
Phil. 3. 11. Kc. is now, I fear, ereeping 


in among the lower orders ; and gradually 
drawing them away from a Church, in 


which no ſuch Doctrine is taught. To 
counteract this growing corruption, fo 
far at leaſt as the ſmall circle of my miniſ- 
terial labour extends, the following diſ- 
courſe was written: It has no claim to 
- attenition in any other ſenſe, than that of 
its containing a fair expoſition of thoſe 
particular portions of Holy Writ, which 
immediately relate to the ſubje& in hand. 
The object before me was to enable the 
plain Chriſtian Diſciple to form a correct, 
and at the ſame time unperplexed judgment 
13 SED 
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for himſelf, on the much controverted 
ſubject of faith and works. For this 
-purpoſe the example of Abraham Was 
appealed to, as the acknowledged ſtandard 
of perfection. An inquiry therefore into 
the particular circumſtances of his caſe 
became neceſſary. To do this, I had 
only to leave Scripture to ſpeak for itſelf; 
on the conviction that, when one part of 
the divine word was compared with ano- 
ther, the concluſion would ſo grow out of 
the premiſes, as readily to preſent itſelf to 
the underſtanding of every attentive 
hearer. And Madam, to make uſe of 
- the language of a learned Profeſſor,“ 
- «© whenever ] undertake the interpretation 
of Scriptute, I ſhould abhor myſelf, if 
„ [ ſuffered any other principle to prevail 
with me, than that of giving utterance 
4 to the} pure and . pere of 
At al Pe 515 01 57116 
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In making the foregoing remarks, Madam, 


T have in my own judgmeiit, diſcharged a 


duty. At the fame time, when 1 conſider 


that your late publication has received a 


public teſtimony of approbation from one 
of the moſt diſtinguiſhed prelates of our 
Church; it is not without a, mixture of 
diffidence and reſpect due to ſo high an 
authority, that I venture to ſubmit them 
to your conſideration. ».- - Conſcious, how- 


ever, of the integrity of my intention, it 


is not ſo much my wiſh, that my inter- 


pretation. of St, Paul be the true one, 
as that ſuch interpretation may be 
_ eſtabliſhed, which, in the judgment of 


pPious and learned Chriſtians, will do moſt 
juſtice to the Apoſtle's argument. As a 
fallible man, I ſhall readily acknowledge 
obligation to the perſon, who ſhall con- 
vince me that I have been in error: being 


deſirous of taking a leaf out of any book, 
whoſe object it is, by the propagation of 


E 4 Scripture 


| 


 - every Miniſter of Chriſt ought to have at 
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TEE FAITH or ABRAHAM . 


5 4 ; PATTERN FOR a aan IMITATION 
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4 DISCOURSE | 


on 
engste Xv. 6. 
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HE Faith of Abraham conſtitutes a 


ſtandard, dy which the truth and reality 


of Chriftuin faith" may be aſcertained. On 
| this account, it was appealed to both by 
St. Paul and St. James, in fupport of the 
conclufion which they drew from their 


different views of the fame important 


fabje&. . Theſe two Apoſtles, being fur- 


nifhed with the aſſiſtance of that Holy 


Spirit, whoſe declared office it was to 
lead them into all truth, muſt have 
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Aud he believed i in the Lord, and be e it to 


known in what the nature and excellency. 
of Abraham's faith' conſiſted. They 
conn not conſequently differ from each 
other, 
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ticular error which it was deſigned to cor- 
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other, in their-motive for recommending 


it as a pattern for” Chriſtian "imitation. 


On a due conſideration of their writings, 


it will therefore be found, that whilſt 


their manner of handling their ſubject 


differed, according to the different view 


in which they placed it; and the language 


4 * 


rect; ſtill "the © concluſion which thele - 
Apoſtles intended ſhou'd be drawn by their 
reſpective diſciples i in favour. of Chriſtian 


practice, was preciſely the ſame. St. Paul 


Arſt introduces the fubje& of Abra ham's 
faith, in the fourth Chapter of his Epiſtle 


to the Romans. His object in view in intro- 
ducing it was, to convince the Romans, 


in his character of Apoſtle to the Gen- 
tiles, that acceptance with God was, not 
confined to thoſe who had been obſeryers 
of the Moſaical Law, but that falvation | 


through Chriſt was offered to the Gentile 


as well as the Jew; in ſhort to perſons of 


all nations, who walked in the ſteps of 


faithful 


191 
faithful Abraham. 'Therefote, we con- 


* clude, (ſays the Apoſtle) that a man 


— 


* 


is juſti ĩed by faith without the deeds of 
« the Law. Is he the God of the Jews 
% only? Is he not alſo of the Gentiles ? 
6c Yes, of the Gentiles all” Rom. Iii. 

28. 


this time writing to his Gentile converts. 
The firſt thing he had to do, therefore, was 
to convince them, that they, as Genzi/es, 
had an intereſt in the doctrine of ſalvation, 
which he was commiſſioned to preach. 
Aware, at the ſame time, of the objection 
that would be made by his countrymen 
to that equalizing plan, which placed the 
Gentile convert upon the fame footing with 
the believing Jew ; that he ſhould be ac- 
euſed of making void the Law, and thereby 
taking away all the adrantage to be expected 
from its obſervance; St. Paul takes care 
to obviate it, by bringing the Jew and Gen- 
tile together in the unity of the fame faith, 
to the ace ptande of the ſame common ſal- 
vation, 


St. Paul, . is to _ liCreok was at _ 
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vation, through the righteouſneſs of God, 
=. which is by faith in Jeſus Chriſt unto all, 

and upon all them that believe. For, 

* (as the Apoſtle has elſewhere expreſſed 

it, in alluſion to the univerſality of the 

« Chriſtian Church), we are all baptized 

« into one body, whether we be Jews or 

* Gentiles, whether we be bond ot * a 

1 W X11. 13. 


% What ſhall we n ln; thi Abr 


2 — 9 Pals our Father, as pertaining to the 
 * fleſh, hath found?” If Jew and Gen- 


tile are put on the ſame footing by the 
Goſpel (which is maintained to be the eaſe), 
you will aſk me, ſays St. Paul, what ad- 
« vantage then hath the Jew? or what 
profit is there of circumciſion ?” And 
particularly ſo in the caſe of F 1. Abra- 
ham. 

* To this I Aer, continues the Apor.. 
e tle) if Abraham were juſtified by works, 
<« he hath whereof to glory; but not be- 
e fore God. For what faith the Scripture— 

« 1 believed in God, and it was 
5 8 « counted 


5 * I 
& Date upto him for. rightcouliiols,” 


Rom. iv. 2, 3. Gila ATTY 


Abraham, then, was juſtißeg hls God 
by his faith. It remains, therefore, to be 


aſcertained, when this important circum· 
ſtance of Abraham's juſtification took place: 


for the whole force of St. Paul's reaſoning, 
on this occaſion, turns on this point. —Had 
Abraham been circumciſed before he was 
juſtified, there would have been ſome 
ground for the confirmation of the Jewiſh 


prejudice reſpecting circumcifon, conſidered = 


as the meritorious cauſe of Abraham's ac- 
ceptance with God. But this prejudice, 


which exiſted in conſequence of the Jews 


having at this time loſt ſight of the ſpiritual 
meaning of their Law; was the very pre- 


judice againſt which St. Paul was contend- 


ing. In order, therefore, effectually to ſet 
it aſide, the Apoſtle inquires into the 


grounds of it, with the view of eſtabliſhing 


the nature of that connection with the 
Patriarch, which was the only one which 
would en * advaniage to his de- 
ſcendants. 
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| | iv. 4, 5. 8 
Having thus briefly return the . 


ture of Abraham's juſtification; that it 
was a juſtification- through faith in the 


t 2 7 


ſcendants. Now to him that worketli, 


« (ſays the Apoſtle )is the reward reckoned, 
r not of grace, but. of debt. But to him 


that worketh not, but believeth in him | 
ce that juſtifieth the ungodly, (which was 


« the caſe with Abraham, to whom the 


ee appeal was here made) his Taith 18 


cc. accounted | for Ry Rom. 


S » 8 8 — 


Divine promiſes; the Apoſtle proceeds to 
determine the important point he had in 
view, for the purpoſe of uniting the Jew 


and Gentile in the ſame common profeſſion. 


« Cometh this bleſſedneſs, then, or this 


juſtification upon the circumciſion only, 
„ or upon the uncircumciſion alſo?“ 
Rom. iv. 9. In other words, are the 
Jews only to derive benefit from it; or are 


the Gentiles alſo? For the reſolution of 


this queſtion, appeal is made to the caſe of 
by ather Abraham.—** We fay (continues 


„* e „ the 


„„ 


* the Apoſtle) that faith was reckoned to 
Abraham for righteouſneſs. How was it 


« then reckoned ?- when he was in circum- 
c cifionorinuncircumcifion ??”'Rom.1v.10. 
The anſwer immediately follows, not when 


When he was in circumciſion, but in un- 


* 


« circumciſion.” Circumciſion then could 
have nothing to do with a juſtification; 


which had taken place before that legal 


ceremony had been actually performed. 


Conſequently, every pretenſion that the 
Jews made to a particular intereſt in their 


connection with Abraham, on the ground 


of circumciſion, was built upon a falſe foun- 


dation. For, (as the Apoſtle proceeds 


to argue) Abraham received the fign 
of circumciſion, as a ſeal of the r12hte- 
ouſneſs of the faith which he had, being 


« yet uncircumciſed.” Rom. iv. 11. — 


Circumciſion, therefore, in the caſe of 
Abraham, was to be conſidered as a ſeal 


bearing teſtimony to a deed, that had pre- 
viouſly taken place. Now, in all acts of 


bearing teſtimony, the virtue is not in the 
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(al; iutin the deed to which it NM ! 


The- ſeal, in this caſe, was circumcifion ; 
the deed was that a& of faith, by which 
Abraham had been previouſly juſtified. — 
And the reaſon why Abraham's juſtification | 
actually took place before the ſeal of cir: 


timony, was, as the Apoſtle proceeds to 


inform us; that Abraham might be the 


Father of all them that believe, though 


« they be not circumciſed; that righteouſ- 
t neſs might | be imputed unto them 
alſo.“ Rom. iv. 11. The ſubſtance then 
of the Apoſtle's argument, on this occa- 


ſion, is this. Abraham was juſtified before 
God by his faith, «yet being uncircum- 


4 cifed,”” that is, when he was in his Gen- 
tile condition, before he was taken into 
that particular covenant, of which circum: 
cifion was the appointed ſeal or token. The 
concluſion to be drawn from which pre- 


Vas now writing, das, therefore this, that 


<nſidering theraſelyes ſtanding in the ame 
| predicament, 


1 65 J 
| predicament, in which Abraham ſtood at 
the time he was juſtified,” they might 
conſequently | be juſtified in the ſame way 
that he was; namely, by faith, without 
circumciſion, and the 'works of the cere- 
monial law. And that the argument 
might be doubly concluſive, as reſpecting 
the caſe of the Jew as well as the Gentile; 
the Apoſtle proceeds to obſerve, that the 
reaſon why Abraham was circumciſed was, 
that he might be the father of the 
« circumciſion alſo;” that is, a father to 
them who are not of the circumciſion 
only, but alſo walk in the ſteps of that 
faith of our Father Abraham, which he 
<. had; being yet - uncircumciſed.” — — 
Rom. iv. 12.—As the want of circum- 
ciſion, therefore, threw no ſtumbling 
block in the way- of the Gentiles, to pre- 
vent their attaining to juſtification on the 
one hand; ſo was the performance of that 
ceremony of no advantage, in this reſpect, 
to the Jew on the other: the only juſtifi- 
cation available to either party, being to 
F be 
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be derived. from a faith, ſimilar to that 
which Abraham had, when in his Gentile 
| condition. For, (as the Apoſtle pro- 
& ceeds) the promiſe made to Abraham, 
0 « that he ſhould be the heir of the world; 
1. e. of thoſe bleſſings which ſhould be 
« derived from him through his ſeed, to 
„ all the nations upon the earth, Gen. xxii. 
5 „ 18. -was not made to Abraham or his 
0 ſeed through the law; but through, or 
« by virtue of, the righteouſneſs of cp 45, 
Rom, iv. 13. Thus, St. Paul, 
another part of his writings, in conlpod- | 
ence with the argument made uſe of on 
this occaſion, after an appeal made to 
Abraham's faith, concludes thus: 
„Know ye not, therefore, that they 
< which are of faith, the ſame are the 
« children of Abraham. And the Scrip- 
ture foreſceing that God would ;juſtify | 
the heathen through faith, preached... 
before the Gaſpel to Abraham, „ 5 
A in thee, ſhall, a} nations be bleſſed. So 
As * then, Gn coulegyance of this. gracious | 
plan 
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ec plan of nation through faith ts all. 
6 nations, thus communicated to Abra- 


<« ham) they which be of faith, whether 


_ «©. Jews or Gentiles, are bleſſed with faith- 


„ 


© 


cc F or, the PRA. {as St. Peter told the 


at the day of Pentecoſt) was not only to 


them and their children; but to thoſe. 


. & alfo that were afar off; meaning all 
nations upon earth, even as many as the 
% Lord ſhall call.” — Acts ii. 39. From 


whence it follows, according to the idea 


intended to be conveyed by the Apoſtle to 
his Gentile converts on this occaſion; that 
the juſtification available to ſalvation, was 
not to be derived from that peculiar mark 


of the covenant, or thoſe legal- conſe- 
quences of it, by which the Jews were 


ful Abraham.” Gal. mn. 7. 8. 9.— 


* 


diſtinguiſhed from all other nations; but 


from ſomething which ſew and Gentile 


might poſſeſs in common with each other; 


namely, from a righteouſneſs fimilar to that 


0 which Abraham had, © yet being uncir- 
"7 45 cumciſed.” 
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E « cymciſe. en“ « the righteouſneſs c of 
Laa, which.is by faith of Jeſus Chriſt unto 
33 and upon all them that believe : ; for 
*abpre. is no difference.” Rom. iii. 22. 
If now we turn to the hiſtory of events 
relpeQiog Abraham, as they are recorded | 
in the book of Geneſis, we ſhall find them 
in ſtrict correlpondence with the Apoſtles | 
mode of arguing on this occaſion. The 
firſt particular notice, that is taken of 
Abraham, occurs in the twelfth Chapter; 
where, at the age of ſeventy-five, the Patri- 
arch is deſcribed, as leaving his country, | 
his kindred, and his father's abe in 
obedience to the Lord's command; and 
travelling into a ſtrange land, which the 
Lord was to bew him. In conſequence of 
this faithful and ready obedience, which 
Fonſtituted the diſtinguiſhing excellence of | 
the Patriarch's character, and by way of 


reward and entouragement for his perſe- 


vering « conduct, and firm 1 on God's 


word, a reyelation is made to him 1 in the 


thu ach chapter relpeRing the land he 


© Was 


we 


1. 1 


* to inhabit ;-and the numerous fm 
of which he was to be the bleſſed origin. 
In the fourteenth chapter, a bleſſing 
Heaven and Earth, is pronounced on 
Abraham, by Melchiſedech King of Salem, 
Prieſt of the Moſt High God. In the 
ſucceeding chapter, that from which' our 
text is taken, as Abraham ſtill advance 
in years, and conſequently the hope of the 
accompliſhment. of the divine promiſe re- 
ſpecting a family, might be conſi dered, 
hunjarily ſpeaking, to be decreaſing upon 
him; we have an account of a more par- 
ticular Revelation vouchſafed to him on 
that intereſting ſubject.— Fear not, 
« Abraham (faid God to him in a viſion); 
„am thy mhield, and thy exceeding 
K great. reward, And Abraham ſald, 
Lord God, Sat wilt thou. give me; 
dh ſeeing I gd childleſs, and lo, one born 
in my houfe, is mine heir! And behold 
the word of the Lord came. unto him, 
66 aying, "this ſhall not be thine heir; 
4 bent 
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1 (6 but he that ſhall come forth” out ” 


« thine ! own bowels ſhall be thine heir. 
And he brought him forth abroad and 
ſaid, look now toward Heaven and tell 
the ſtars, if thou be able to number 
« them. And he ſaid unto him, ſo ſhall 
e thy ſeed be. — And he believed in the 
«Lord, and he counted it unto him for 
« righteouſneſs.” Gen. xv. 4. 5. 6.—Abra- 

ham was at this time, it is preſumed, fome- 

what above four ſcore years of age; for in 
the immediately ſucceeding chapter, which 

records the birth of Tſhmael, we read that 
Abraham was four fcore and fix 
years old, when Hagar bare Iſhmael to 
« Abraham.” Gen. xvi. 16 An the 
| ſevenitenth chapter, on which we nextenter, 
we have a particular account of the eſta- 
bliſhment of the Covenant between God 


5 and Abraham; of which circumciſion was 


the appointed ſign or token Now, towards 
the concluſion of this chapter, we read, that 
Abraham performed the appointed cere- 

N of circumciſion. in the ſelf-fame day | 
| . that 


1 


that God had ſaid unto him. And Abra- 


ham was ninety. years and nine, and Iſh- 
mael thirteen years old, when this cere- 
mony took place. Gen. xvii. 24.—Cir- 
cumciſion, conſequently, on which the 
carnal Jew built ſo much in St. Paul's 
day, did not actually take place till twenty 
four years after Abraham had, by his faith- 
ful obedience, enſured to _ himſelf. favour 


F #3 7 7 


and acceptance with God; and probably, 
till near twenty years after he had given 
that additional proof of his firm reliance 
on the divine word, which, in the lan- 
guage of the text, © was counted to hum 
for righteouſneſs.” 


Having thus followed the chain of the 


Apoſtle's argument on this occaſion, and 


compared it with that hiſtory, of events, 
by which it was drawn out, for the pur- 


poſe of its being applied to the t then exiſting 


caſe of the Jew, and Gentile ; 2 will be 
| proper, with a view to, Chriſtian improve- 
ment, to proceed one ſtep further; in 
= order to aſcertain- the particular quality of 
„ that 
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that faith, which gave to Abraham the 
diſtinctſve title of “ Father of the faith- 
e fil ;“ and juſtified the Apoſtles in hold- 


ing him forth as a pa tern — 9 


imitation. | 


The ſaith of Abeba ſo ehh ſpoken 


of in Scripture, was not a ſpeculative, but. 
a practical faith. It conſiſted not, in 


merely believing the promiſes of God; 
but, in conformity with that belief, it 
began and ended with obediencee of the 


moſt exemplary and trying kind. Pre- 


vious to his belief of the Promiſe recorded 


in the fext, Abraham had given the moſt 


ſtriking proof of his implicit obedience 


to the divine command, by quitting his 


country, his kindred, and family, in ſearceeh 
of an unknown land. His belief, ther- 
fore, of the divine promiſes, reſpecting the 


ffuitfulneſs of his ſeed; (was counted to 


„ him for righteouſneſs; becauſe, from 
the "ſpecimen of obedience that Abraham 
had already exhibited; God knew, that 


if 6 oa: from the heart of one, 0 


&% ted) 


was 


[ 73 . 
was at all times ready to make the divine 
word tlie rule of his conduct. After the 
. promiſe which Abraham had received, that 
* in his ſeed all nations of the earth ſhould 
be bleſſed, began to be accompliſhed 


in the birth of his ſon Iſaac; he was called 


to give a ſtill more trying proof of his 


faithful obedience, by ſacrificing the only 
hope upon which the completion of the 


promiſe was apparently built. He was 
called upon to take his ſon, his only for 
Haac, whom he loved, and offer him 


up for a burnt offering to the Eord. 


Abraham inftantly obeyed without a mur- 
mur. He roſe up (as the hiſtorian ir- 
« forms us) early in the morning; in 


token of his ready obedience to the divine 


command; and, after having. travelled 
three days, with all the feelings of an 
anxious father working in his breaſt, faith 
gaining the victory. over human nature, 
he greatly perſiſted in the reſolution to 
flay his. ſon.— An inſtance of practical 
* which if conſidered 1 in all its -circum- 


ſtances, 
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S - ſtances, 15 certainly not to be paralleled. 
And it is with reference to its practica! 
quality, that the faith of the Patriarch i Is 
_ - particularly pointed out by the Apoftle ; 
wo thus deſcribes it: * By faith, Abra- 
ham, when he was called to go out into 
a place which he ſhould after receive for 


ian inheritance, obeyed ; and he went out, 


2 not knowing whither he went. And he 


ſojourned in the land of Promiſe, as in a 


8 bl ſtrange country, For he looked for a city 


« which hath foundation, whoſe builder and 


: « © maker is God.” + Heb. xi. 8, 9, 10.--- 
Such was the firſt effect of Abraham's 


faith. It made him give up Earth for 


Heaven. For, as the Apoſtle proceeds, 
. ſpeaking. of Abraham and his poſterity ; 
They that fay ſuch things, (namely, 
755 7 confeſſing that they were ſtrangers and 
8 CI «pilgrims. upon earth,) declare Plainly 
e that they ſeek a country: : And truly, 
it 1 they had been mindful of that coun- 
.. © try from whence they came out, they 

5 2 n have had, opportunity. to have 
cio 5 returned. 


I . 

returned. But now they deſire a better 
% country, that is, an heavenly. Where 
fore, God is not aſhamed to be called 
their God; for he hath prepared for 
e them a city.“ Heb. xi. 14.---The faith 
of Abraham, therefore, in this inſtance 
was a principle of obedience, founded on 

the expectation of a future ſtate. 
The remaining ſtill more trying ſpeci- 
men of Abraham's faith, the fame Apoſtle 
hhas thus elegantly deſeribedG. Who 
againſt hope (ſays he) believed in hope, 
«© that he might become the father of 
« many nations: And being not weak 
« in faith' He ſtaggered not at the pro- 
&© miſe of God, who quickeneth the dead, 
« and calleth thoſe things that be not as 
„ though they were; being fully per- 
„ ſuaded that what God had promilcd, 
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«© he was able alſo to perform.“ - Rom. 
iv. 17:*&c£(4-* He accounted (ſays the 1 
« ſame Apoftle in another part of his 3 
« writings) that God was able to 4 
„ raile him up, even from the dead; . 
1 11 _ =o from jg : 
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e made perfect by works. . -A principle 
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* from wbence alſo he had received him 
«in 4 figure.” '---Heb. XI. 19. He ac 
counted ; the word in the otigitial (B 
| Copy) ſignifies, he reaſoned with him- 
ſelf; and his reaſon told him, that there 
were no impoſſibilities with God; and 
that his promiſes were Yea and Amen Pp. 
to all them that believe. He was, there; 
fore, ſatisfied in his mind, that the power 
of God could as eaſily raiſe his Son again 
from the dead, as it bad firſt cauſed him 


: to be born from One, who according 6 


the "courſe of nature, was conſidered: as 


dead. 


A more riking. ar « \piatical 


faith could not have been produced; any 


further trial of the principle, by which 
the conduct of. Abraham was directed, 


became, therefore, unneceflary, The ſpe- 
cimen f Faith held out to the imitation off 


future generations was moſt complete.” It 


was, as St. James has deſcribed it, (a faith 


of uniform and ready obedience: to all the 
commands 


(ay 3-- 
commands; of God, under the moſt tapiog ; 
circumſtances. A faith, which having its 
eye ſteadlily fixed upon God, enabled the 
Patriarch, in diſcharge of bis obedience, to 
riſe ſuperior to every obſtacle, which fleſh 
and blood, and the conceras of this world 
could throw in his way. A faith, which 
ſecured to the honoured Patriarch the diſ- 
tinguiſhing title of the ©* Friend of God: 
and for the following reaſon; « I know 
him. (aid God) that he will command 
his children, and his houſchold aſter 

“ him; and they ſhall keep the way of 
the Lord. Gen. xvili. 19. 
From this account of the particular | 

quality of Abraham's faith, certain con- 

cluſions remain to be drawn which, i in 
conſequence: of the miſtakes that have at 
different times prevailed on this important 
ſubject. ought to Þs ever ene to the 17 
Chriſtian mind. 

It is ta be oblerved then in . firſt 
place, that when St. Paul told his diſci- 
pies; e were to be juſtified 'by faith 


Haga without 


2 ED, = [78 x; a 
£ te! wn; hinges bie bad Cra 5 
| riſe to a fatal error that has at times been 
| adopted by Chriſtian Profeſſors ;) he meant 
the ceremonial works of the Moſaical law; 
not thoſe works f evangelical obedience 
neceſſary to accompany” the faith. of the 


Chriſtian ;- becauſe St. James, in his appeal 
to the ſame example, for the confirmation 
ot the doctrine he had to enforce, placed 
before his diſciples thoſe works of evange- 
lical obedience, by which faithful Abra- 
ham was juſtified. I call them works of 
evangelical obedience, becauſe the prac- 
tice of Abraham was certainly built upon 
an evangelical foundation. He rejoiced, 
* faid Chriſt, to ſee my day; he ſaw 
it, and was gla .— With the eye 
of faith he looked forward to that pro- 
miſed ſeed, which was to ſpring. from his 
loins; 1 in whom all the nations of the earth 
were to be bleſſed . And the hope of 
immortality, which accompanied ſuch a 
proſpect, gave uniform ſtability to his 
obedience. Abraham, then, was not juſti- 
15 1 | fied 


yn 
fied by the works of the law; for he was 
Juſtified, as St. Paul told his diſciples,” 
before he became obedient to it. As it 
has been above obſerved, he was iy juſti- 
fied, and afterwards circumciſed. Never- 
theleſs Abraham, St. James expreſly tells 
us, was juſtified by works; James 11. 21. 
and two inſpired Apoſtles could not con- 
tradict each other. It follows there- 
fore, that Abraham was juſtified by thoſe 
works of obedience to the divine com- 
mands, which accompanied his faith ; ang 
by which that faith was made perfect unto 
ſalvation.— On this ground Abraham was 
appealed to by St. Paul, in his Epiſtle to 
the Romans, not as the father of the 
| Jewiſh Nation, but as the general Father 
of the faithful; whether Jew or Gentile : 
for the promiles which the Jews conſidered - | 
as peculiarly belonging to themſelves, by 
virtue of their connection with Abraham 
according to the fleſh, were not made to 
Abraham in conſequence of his circum- 
ciſion, but of his being poſſeſſed of that 
th | ſignal 


"a * 
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en fink dats: ith: 6 
ence, . which made the venerable 
1 Patriarch. to be deſervedly eſteemed the 

father of all faithful men, in every age and 
nation of the world. The diſtinction, then, 

thoſe ceremonial works of the law, hy 

which the Jow could not be juſtified ; and 

thaſe works of evangelical-obedience, with- 

out which no Chriſtian muſt expect to be 

Jjuſtiſed. And the application to Chriſti- 

amity is hrieſly this, that they only wha walk 

in the ſteps of Abraham's faith, a faith 
made perfect by works, as it is deſoribed 
by St. James, will be. bleſſed with faith- 

* ful Abraham. — Gal. iii. 9g. In other 
worde they only will be accepted of God, 
whoſs faith; like his, conſtitutes a princi- 
ple of uniform an: c eee to 

N 3 8 

The two great Apoſtles ahomamentoned 

d not, therefore, contradict each other, 

for the following obvious reaſon; becauſe, 

when ſpeaking of faith and works, they 

Had 


4.9 


| 3 bs chem two, very dif. 
ferent views of the ſubjech: the one ſpeak- 
ing profeſſedly of the works of the Jewiſh. 
religion, the other of the works of the 
Chriſtian. St. Paul aſſarts, that the faith 
of Abraham, without the works of tha 
Jewiſh Law, was available to juſtification. 
Fhe poſition of St. Jamks is, that the ſaith 
of Abraham juſtified him, in conſequence 
of its being accompanied with an obedi> 
nmands, In the firk 


ence to the divine command: 
caſe, faith was eompletaiithaut works,; 
in the latter it was made perſect by works 


the works alluded to in each cafe! being of 
a different kind. The poſitions advanced 


were, therefore, equally undeniable. And 


point out any, between the great Apoſtles, 


was this; the one maintained that- faith, or 
the belief of the Chriſtiam religion, was fulr 


the Law of Moſes ; the other, that it was 


not, een . 


= «6 bar 
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60 From bende we may infer, (accord= 
ing to: tlie judicious remark of a eele- 
40 brated writer, ) that when any: two paſ· 
"te ages . Seripture . ſeem contrary one to 
4. e another, wWhereof the one be controver- 

* fial, and the other plain and moral; 
muſt always endeavour to e 
WW the controverſial paſſage to the plain one, 
« and not the plain one to the controver- 
cc ſial. And the. reaſon is evident; be- 
| ce + cauſe the plain moral paſſage cannot be 
« « miſtake n, being interpreted according 
tc to the moſt, obvious and literal ſenſe : 
45 but the ſenſe af the controverſial paſ- 
« e cannot be nghtly underſtood, with- 

out underſtanding the particular contro- 
11 « wel about which it was written.” - 
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that 3 is to be obtained. F The 
works of man, as x fallen creature, muſt, 


under every diſpenſation, be defdctive; and 


conſequently not entitled, on their own 


account, to any reward. In this view of 
the ſubject, a man ãs not juſtifled, properly 


ſpeaking, either by his faith or his works ; 
becauſe neither faith nor works conſiſtute 
the -meritorions' cauſe” of dis "Juſtification. 
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works, 38th that chöfe works of 


tian picty and moral vittue, neh arc bh 


offspring ef faith in the divine promiſes 
under the New Covenant, and the donſe- 
quences ef that comtiuriorr between the 
believer's ſoul and the divine ſpirit, o 
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lie been <a for thaw by the merits | 
41 crucified Redeemer, 
There is till another ig: error 
upon this ſubje& neceſſary to be guarded 
againſt, The doctrine of faith without 
works, conſidered as competent to ſalva- 
tion, has indeed been in a great degree 
put out of countenarice : In fact, it is too 
groſly abſurd, to ſtand the teſt of rational 
-inveſtigation, * But in guarding againſt 
the extreme, into Which Chriſtians have 
been carried in their oppoſition to ond 
erroneous doctrine, they have unguard- 
 edly been led into another, not leſs in- 
f compatible with the grand economy of 
man's redemption: that doctrine, I mean, 
which repreſents the fruits of obedience 
and holineſs, as the neceſſary produce of 
Chriſtian faith. This appears to be paying 
2 compliment to faith at the expenſe of 
truth. For, according to this poſition, 
there can be no ſuch thing as Chriſtian 
enn macc — with Chriftian 
E "PO 
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practice. Conſequently, there can be no 
ſuch Beings as hypocrites in the world. 
This mode of determining what really is, 
by what ought to be; though it originates. 
from the laudable neal of fupporting the 
fundamental doctrine of Chriſtianity, ju 
fication by faith, does not partake of that . 3 
ſoundneſs of judgment, neeeſſary to the | I 
advancement of the cauſe in which it is 


employed. To overrate the value of What 3 | 
is in itſelf highly eſtimable, like puſhing ö 
a ſound: argument beyond its proper. de- Wenn 
gree of proof, tends often to defeat the go 
purpole which we have in view to eſta- ; 
' bliſh. Taking, for inſtance, this poſition 
reſpecting the neceſſary connection be- g 
tween faith and works for granted, the | 
Ch riſtian profeſſor, inſtead of giving all E 


diligence to make his calling and election 
ſure, by following the advice of the Apol- 
tle, and ſeeking through the uſe of the 
appointed means, to add to his faith thoſe 
graces and virtues, which are its proper, 
and in one ſenſe, neceſſary acccompani- 
5 "WY maents, 
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ments; z is at tinzes tempted: to fit down 
in the expectation, that the faith he pro- 
feſſes will, in God's good time, produce 
every work in him requiſite to the com- 
Fo 9 of his Chriſtzan character.. Where- 
as every day may be a day ef ſalvation to 
the Chriſtian, who is not wanting to him- 
ſelf. And | whilſt the operation of the 
Holy Spirit upon the human ſoul, as eſ- 
ſential to the Chriſtian life, is. fully and 
unequivocally acknowledged; it ſhould at 
the ſame time be remembered that, where 
this. effect does not take place, it is not ſo 
much becauſe the aſſiſtance of divine grace 
is withheld; as becauſe the means of 
Procuring it, have moon peglefted or 
—_—_— 8 

Io give an air f planſbility,: FOTOS 
to the doctrine under | conſideration, 
recourſe is had to an alluſion. Faith is 
Talled the rogt of the tree, of which, obe- 
dience is the fruit: and, in purſuance of 
this alluſion, the duties of Chriſtianity 
have been — as growing out of 
2 the 
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8 the doctrines of it; . as the natural and 
38 5 * * of Wen⸗ a "Oy 


4 root.” 2342 
But it not 8 1 that 
- whilſt the imagination is amuſed with an 


alluſion, the judgment is impoſed upon by 


the reaſoning attempted to be built upon 


it. This appears to be the eaſe, if 1 miſ- 


take not, in the alluſion before us: which, 
being no where to be found in Scripture, 
may on that watt Wh; more- freedom 
bednalized; 55150 oof 50 ormmt oimtet 54 
We know, that be there is 10 Hving 
_ roo," there cannot poſſibly be any fruit. 


And as inis in the kingdom of nature, fo 


we are ſatisfied it is in the Kingdom of 
Grace. Where there is no Chriftian 
faith, there can be anο Chriſtian practice: 
becauſe Ohriſtian fruit cam prow only on 
the:Chriſtiawatieel.. d far hen;i theathy 
ſione maybe ſabd totholdi2oBuryi we know: 
alſo; that where vin], s xxilty 
fruit is not always produced. . lere theft 
the alluſion certainly daes not hold The 

. 5 fig 
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fig tree, on which our Saviour ſought truit 
and found none, was alive; for the God 
of nature would hot ſeek a produce con- 


trary to that courſe of nature which he had 
eftabliſhed. It was; then, becauſe the root 


was alive, without fruit on the branches, 
that the tree was condemned. | 
Similar to this may be the n of . 

 Chriftian faith. It may in ſome ſenſe be 
alive, at the fame time that it is unpro- 


Aductive: Otherwiſe, proſfeſſion and prac- 


"tice muſt be one and the ſame thing; and 
If lo, all the exhortations to the latter as 
neceſſary to the perfection of the ſormer, 
ſo frequent in ſeripture, are but ſo mam 
Vain Works. : 
ah ebnen to be drawn "I theſe 
| rere are important, and they are theſe: 
An the firſt place, chat both faith 
. works, as conftituting two eſſential 
cConditiôns of the Goſpel Covenant on 
a "trans part, ſhould have ench its proper 
weight allotted to it in the icale of Chriſ- 
or EO . . no rn 
0 > | „merit 
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merit be given 8 on the one hand, 
faith on the other, be not ſo preached, as 
to tend to a neglect of thoſe means; by 
which, according to the diſpenſation of 
Divine Grace, the works of the Chriſtian 
Profe ffor are to be produced. 

The misfortune has been, that writers 


on this ſubje& have, generally ſpeaking, 


been more attentive to the particular error 
they bad in view to counteract, than to 
the language 'of Scripture, by which alone 


it ought to have been counteracted. From 
hence, one extreme has. oftentimes led 


into another. To avoid the extreme on 
eicher ſide, the exact line of interpretation 
im this caſe ſhould be drawn from Scrip- 


ture. In ſa doing, we ſhall find, that we 


are not leſs warranted in ſaying, that, if 

à man has faith, he will be ſaved, what - 
ever be his practice; becauſe faith conſti- 
tutes the only foundation upon which the 
Chriſtian building can ſtand; than we 
ould be in maintaining, that, if a man 


hath faith, he therefore muſt have practice, 
| | becauſe 


* 


th} 


it H: 
SY kütk will necefforiy 8550 Was it. 
In each caſe, a poſition i 1s ; advanced, which 


reaſon and expericnce 1 5 . to | 


Contradfet. * 5 | = 

7 The Chriſtian Profeddor, Gans who 
: Would not deceive hitnſelf, muſt judge of 
his faith by. his practice. Should he find 
that it is not of that Productive nature, of | 
which, according to #he, tenor of 5 the 
Go Re 5 ou boeh ht, to bet ;, let him 
107 MR "the - fal lacio idea, 
nof felt laß ed x Ps 1003s, 
that faith wi ebe or later r produce its 
proper effects: for fruit, "It. is to be 
remembered, though 2; natural, : is not 
the neceſſary produce of every living root. 
With this idea in his mind, let him ſimply 
examine whether there is fruit on the tree 
or not. Should none be found, let him 
| Inſtantly dig about it and dung it; that 
is, let him make all diligent and faithful uſe 
of the means of Grace, which have been 
furniſhed for the expreſs purpoſe, that his 
taith may become productive of evange- 
lical 


ripture does not Warrant, 8 which 285 


lical fruit, before the tree is cut down, 


11K : 711 8 


And in turning! back bis thoughts to the. 
example ſet before him in the text, let 
him conſider; 1 that the firſt aQt, 0 of Abra- 
| kam's faith that is recorded, Was an act of 
 fignal obedience to the Divine Command. 

| At the lame time, let him remember, that 
every fin, which the Chriſtian Profeffor . 
Ain in bis boſom, 5 that darling 
Iſaac, the ſon of his love y which 2 
called © 8 upon to 3 ſacrifi ce to > bis Gor = 
Aud moafd iis ich not f ud him wit 
the refs! ution o do it; ef e er 3 
_ of an an Abraham, he muſt not RP 


ap an Abraham's cemard. 


EY j E4 2 
— . Fd . - — 
\ 
ge "mx 
47 % 7 RN A 2 
WN YL OTITIS k * S > 5 
+ 8 — Do p 8 y x * 7 5 24 2 355% 4 > c 
5 my 
* 8 18 
. — ee 
L ” + * 0 0 2 3 £ 
2 1 f . . 1 44 > 8 2 2245 4 . g od 
: 4 * 1 
* * 4. — * LES , e 2 
* + % 7 3 4 4 A 21 > S 
9 >| - 4 > = * = — — * 51 ISS, 
uy 22 A 0 
— 1 Ty "4 47 n 14 e BEE 13 
77 : * _- J : ' i It Ax - 440 1 4 214 . 4 * 2 I 
* * 

2 of _+ * * 73 * FY 6%; "a, 11 7 £ * 
A2 7 , has ' 4 O 41 14. 
181. 1 * * . II IL ry ib 123 44 

” 
0 5 5 * „ * . i 
4 * 5 * Wh 1} 4 * ”, gn 4 * — S — 
2 #37 oy ; * 79 nee 11 | i ir ” 5 
4 N 5 4 2 1 . +- NS . a £4 by T ke . 482 2 AH: * a4 544 ',# 1 4 * 
| 3 S - 2 r o 2 * 
P % + £4 1x „„ . 5 ; , -£ * 
hg 4 r 1 7 4 yy * „5 20 2442 1 + 4 * 
5 
FINIS, | 2 
1 : 1 . = _ : 

7; F% oF * F #7 EY ? j V. 41 * 2 3 7 LO #3 7 1 i 
1 2X 11 * 1 XI of % A®; ks S wi? $. 1 * — 7 L — * — 4. 
T5 7 7 2 * * % * 7 Mer 2 
4 1 (i * 14 * 1 8 2 * bh Ko > & , # 3 ++ $ 

Nt — * 
AN 
1 
* 
\ 
1 
4 
\ 


Lately Publifued 
BY THE SAME TION 


- on 


ry | , 1. One | ap" 


A GUIDE TO THE CHURCH, 
IN SEV aal. DISCCUR SES; ; 55 


1 | WEATH 
nent 1 POSTSCRIPTS. 


Eras right ©, e 


ALSO, 


In Two Vols. So. Price 10s. Boards, 


AN APPENDIX 
TO THE | | 
„ GUIDE TO THE CHURCH:” 
IN LETTERS TO'SIR RICHARD HILL, BART, 
8 — — — 


Sold by HaTcaard, Piccadilly; Ca pELL and 
DavEs, Strand; and RIVIN GTO RS, = 
St. Paul 5 Church * ard. 


Prined by JAMES BATESON, Danmark Street, Solo: 
(Seętemler, 1799. 7 


